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quired for dresses, decorations and the like, he had usually pro-
Tided in a plentiful and handsome style; and for securing the
cooperation of his people, he had flattered their self-interest, since
he could not reach them by nobler motives* In this he felt his
conduct justified the more, as Serlo for his own part never aimed
at being a strict economist; but liked to hear the beauty of his
theatre commended; and was contented, if Aurelia, who con-
ducted the domestic matters, on defraying all expenses, signified
that she was free from debt, and could besides afford the necessary
sums for clearing off such scores as Serlo in the interim, by lavish
kindness to his mistresses or otherwise, might have incurred.
MeHna, who was charged with managing the wardrobe, had
all the while been silently considering these things, with the cold
spiteful temper peculiar to him. On occasion of.our friend's de-
parture, and Aurelia's increasing sickness, he contrived to signify
to Serb, that more money might be raised and less expended;
and consequently something be laid up, or at least a merrier life
be led. Serlo hearkened gladly to such allegations, and MeHna
risked the exhibition of his plan.
"I will not say," continued he, "that any of your actors has
at present too much salary; they are meritorious people, they
would find a welcome anywhere; but for the income which they
bring us in, they have too much. My project would be, to set up
an opera: and as to what concerns the playhouse, I may be allowed
to say it, you are the person for maintaining that establishment
upon your single strength. Observe how at present your merits
are neglected; and justice is refused you, not because your fellow-
actors are excellent, but merely good.
" Come out alone, as used to be the case; endeavour to attract
around you middling, I will even say inferior people, for a slender
salary; regale the public with mechanical displays, as you can so
cleverly do; apply your remaining means to the opera, which
I am talking of; and you will quickly see, that with the same
labour and expense, you will give greater satisfaction, \yhile you
draw incomparably more money than at present."
These observations were so flattering to Serlo, that they could
not fail of making some impression on him. He readily admitted,
that, loving music as he did, he had long wished for some ar-
rangement such as this: though he could not but perceive that
the public taste would thus be still more widely led astray; and
that with such a mongrel theatre, not properly an opera, not

